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FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT          BBYY  CCAATTHHEERRIINNEE  WWAALLBBYY

  
Welcome to the December newsletter!  I hope that you are 

enjoying our busy holiday season with music-making as well as 

gatherings with friends and family.  As you may or may not 

know, Gail Heywood has just finished six year tenure as 

Wisconsin state president.  Her legacy includes establishing 

our central office in Waunakee, connecting with every local 

association in person, streamlining the many state-level 

positions in our association and so much more.   Gail has 

served as a wonderful mentor over the past year and 

Wisconsin has been blessed with her leadership.  If you have 

not already done so, please thank her for her past and continued service to the 

organization.   

 

I thought I would take this first newsletter to share with you my music background.  I 

am originally from Viroqua, Wisconsin and had the pleasure of studying piano for 11 

years with my mom.  Yes, it can occasionally work!  Early years at the piano and flute 

included lots of sight-reading and chamber music with family and friends.   Armed 

with piano, organ, trumpet, flute and voice, my parents, two siblings and I often 

entertained around the area, including Luther League evenings.  (Are they still in 

existence?)  All in all, music was a constant part of our family life.  After high school, I 

continued in music, receiving a bachelor’s in piano performance and biology at 

Lawrence University and a master’s in piano performance and pedagogy from 

University of Oklahoma. 

 

This is my 10th year teaching at Lawrence Academy of Music and Lawrence 

University.  I have a full private, pre-college studio as well as an adjunct position 

teaching keyboard skills classes in the conservatory.  As those of you with private 

studios can attest to, I thrive on the variety of students who walk into my studio each 

day.  From the six year old who can play nothing until she tells you that she lost a 

tooth, to the high school student who wants to talk about his plans for college.  One 

of my former colleagues and good friends often says she could write a book with all 

the stories gathered over the years.  I hope that is true for you as well! 
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Looking ahead to the coming three years and beyond, I have two goals in mind thus 

far.  Our state conference needs to become a “must experience” event.  Of our 

roughly 500 members, we should have at least 150 people in attendance each year, 

and ideally more.  I would also like to see WMTA become a much more present 

advocate for the arts, both at the state and local level.  We all know the importance 

of the arts in our lives.  How much are our young children losing with the arts being 

cut in so many schools?  These are both topics that require much more discussion so 

I’ll leave it at that for today. 

 

Enjoy your holiday season and warmest greetings for a successful start to 2010! 

 

 
     
WMTA Executive Board Meeting 
Friday, February 5, 2010, 10am 
Central Office in Waunakee 
(snow date:  February 12, same time and place) 
 
East Central Division  
Meetings and Competitions  
January 15-17, 2010 
UW-Stevens Point 
Competitions are open to the public.   
Contact Catherine Walby for further details. 

 
THE WISCONSIN MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION THANKS OUR 2008-2009 

CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR CONFERENCE 
AND ACTIVITIES 
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VP Membership, Emily Robida, NCTM 
 
Thank you to all WMTA members for 
welcoming me as the new VP Membership 
Chair, and another thank you to Kayme 
Henkle for all of her wonderful service as the 
prior chairperson.  I hope you all have been 
enjoying the conference and your time to 
reconnect with fellow teachers and colleagues 
from around the state.   
 
In regards to our membership numbers, as of 
October 19, 2009, WMTA has 478  active 
members. 
Of the 478 we do have 61 are 
College/University, 2 are Commercial, 348 
are Independent, 19 are Other, 4 are 
Public/Private School, 1 is Retired and 38 are 
Students. Two are unclassified. 
 
We have 31  new members: 
13 New Collegiate 
15 New Members 
3 New STAR 2010 
 
We had 555  members last year, so 
subtracting the new members leaves us with 
a loss of 67 .   
 
Member recruitment and retention is the 
responsibility of all members of MTNA.  I 
would like to see an increase in the number of 
collegiate members for the state of Wisconsin.  
Only 38 student members from the entire 
state is not a very good representation of the 
fine quality of collegiate musicians found at 
our state and private universities.  It is 
especially important for those teachers 
affiliated at the college level to mentor and 
speak about the importance of a professional 
membership.   
 
 
 

 
In the 2005-2006 year, Executive Director 
Gary Ingle designed a membership 
recruitment and retention plan.  Its first goal 
was to increase the number of independent 
keyboard teacher members between the ages 
of 22-35.  He noted that MTNA surveys show 
time and time again that people join because 
a friend or colleague encouraged them to do 
so.  Therefore, please make a special effort to 
reach out to those you know at the college 
level to explain the benefits and importance 
of a membership in a  
 
StAR PROGRAM: 
Please remember to nominate any 
outstanding collegiate music student 
deserving of this award.  Student 
Achievement Recognition Award (StAR)  is 
given to outstanding music students who 
intend to teach professionally in an 
independent or collegiate music studio. 
Faculty and administrators select recipients 
on the basis of excellence in academic 
achievement, successful teaching experience 
and demonstrated leadership abilities. 
StAR Award recipients receive a 
complimentary one-year MTNA membership, 
which includes educational and networking 
opportunities, professional growth and a 
subscription to American Music Teacher. 
 
Congratulations to Kathryn Heron, Viterbo 
College, one of the 2009-2010 Star Award 
Recipients. 
 
)ȭÄ like to remind you to update your 
information with MTNA.  Please notify them 
of any address, phone or email changes you 
have had recently.  There is a very easy form 
to fill out on the MTNA homepage.  Simply 
ÃÌÉÃË Ȱ5ÐÄÁÔÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÒÏÆÉÌÅȢȱ 
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WMTA 2009 Conference  

 

 
 

  
 

Kathleen Theisen, Western Connecticut 

State University,Conference Clinician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ethan Wickman, 2009 WMTA 

Commissioned Composer and Jane 

Scheef 

 

 

 

  
 

Some of our MTNA Performance and 

Composition Winners 

 

 
 

Robert Weirich,Jack Strandberg 

Missouri Endowed Chair, WMKC 

Conservatory, Master Class.
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Composition Corner  
Submitted by Nick Phillips 

 

COMPETITION RESULTS  
2009 WMTA Competition for Young Composers 

 

 Elementary Category 

 Winner: Jessica Gregory ï student of Diane Wilson 

 Runner-up: Raymond Meyer ï student of Erin Philleo 

 Honorable Mention: Travis Nelson ï student of Kristie Estervig 

 Honorable Mention: Isabella DôBurke ï student of Kristine Koppela 

 Honorable Mention: Katie Paape ï student of Emily Paape 

 

Junior Category 

 Winner: Ivy St. John ï student of Lina Schaal 

 Runner-up: Emily Nelson ï student of Kristie Estervig 

 Honorable Mention: Katie Brant ï student of Diane Wilson 

 

Senior Category 

 Winner: Ian Linnell ï student of Deanna Lee 

 Runner-up: Marshall DeLonay ï student of Erin Philleo 

 Honorable Mention: Jeremy Johnson ï student of Linda Johnson 

 

Á This yearôs judge was Dr. Lee Hartman (Kansas City, MO) 

Á For information on next yearôs competition, please see www.wmta.net/auditions.html   

 

MTNA Composition Competition ï Wisconsin 

Junior Division 

State Representative: Joel Weng ï student of Gloria Chuang 

  

Senior Division 

State Representative: Whitney Seybold ï student of Kathy Dix 

 

Á There were no entrants in the Elementary or Young Artist divisions 

Á This yearôs judge was Dr. James Chaudoir (UW-Oshkosh) 

Á For information on next yearôs competition, please see www.mtna.org  

 

COMPOSER COMMISSIONING - updates 
Á A special thank you to the members of the 2009 Selection Committee who volunteered their time to help in the 

selection process: Jeri-Mae Astolfi, Roger McVey, Jim Norden, and Donald Young (2003 WMTA Commissioned 

Composer).   

Á 2009 WMTA Commissioned Composer Ethan Wickmanôs piece, Inside the Hubble Toolbox, will be submitted to 

MTNA for consideration in the selection of the MTNA Distinguished Composer Award.  If chosen, it will be 

performed at the 2010 National Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

Á I am pleased to announce that Joyce Grill has been selected as the 2010 WMTA Commissioned Composer.  Given 

her prominence as a Wisconsin-based composer and teacher, and her many years of service to WMTA, she 

seemed a perfect choice to help our organization celebrate its 100
th

 anniversary.  I submitted her name for 

consideration to the Executive Board, which unanimously approved.  Joyceôs commissioned work will be given 

its premiere performance at our 2010 State Conference. 

 

 

 

http://www.wmta.net/auditions.html
http://www.mtna.org/
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MTNA Junior  Performance Competition: 
 

Piano: Winner:   Carolyn Doerr, teacher, Bette Close 

Alternate: Angela Sun, teacher David Severtson 

MTNA Senior Performance Competition: 
Voice: Winner:  Dana Carlson, teacher, Nancy Burman 

Alternate:   Mikaela Schneider, teacher, Mary Hofer 

Piano: Winner :  Jonathan Gmeinder, teacher, Catherine Kautsky 

Alternate:  Michael Doerr, teacher  Bette Close 

Honorable Mention:  Robert Doerr, teachers, Bette Close/ Dr. Raffi Besalyan 

Piano Duet: State Representatives: Robert Doerr, teachers, Bette Close/ Dr. Raffi Besalyan, Michael Doerr, 

teacher  Bette Clos 

e

 

MTNA Foundation Fund  
 

Thank you to all who attended this yearôs WMTA 

Conference and participated in our Silent Auction.  Also 

thanks to the many local associations who contributed 

wonderful gifts and baskets!  It was a fun event and 

generated a lot of interest in the Foundation.  The lucky 

winners were announced just before the Saturday 

luncheon and all have claimed their prize.   

Iôm happy to report that thanks to your generosity, we 

raised $805 for the MTNA Foundation at this yearôs 

Conference!  (Up from $560 last year.)  That includes  

the winners of the silent auction as well as other general 

donations.  I have forwarded all donations to MTNA for 

processing.  Donors who contribute $50 or more will 

also receive acknowledgement from MTNA.    

The following members have contributed to the 

Foundation since November 2008.  Some may have 

added the donation to their annual dues, or some have 

made a donation at a WMTA or MTNA Conference.  

Some donors have contributed more than once, and the 

donation may be small or large, but every donation will 

further the mission of the Foundation to support its 

mission of ñGiving for a More Musical Tomorrow.ò    

THANK YOU! 

The MTNA website has more details about the many 

ways the Foundation supports students, teachers, local 

associations and state associations.  Visit 

www.mtnafoundation.org for details. 

You may donate at any time, in any amount, and you 

may designate it in memory or in honor of any MTNA 

member or Fellow.  Forms are available online, but you 

may also just mail a check to:  MTNA Foundation Fund 

ï 441 Vine St. ï Ste. 3100- Cincinnati, OH 45202-3004.   

If you would like me to mail you a brochure or donation 

form, please email or call.  Thank you! 

Gloria Grys, NCTM 

MTNA Foundation Chair 

keynoteschool@gmail.com 

715: 524-8989 

 

MTNA FOUNDATION DONORS  
November 2008 ï October 2009 

Anna Asch Roger McVey 

Amanda Augustine Judy Meyer 

Gladys Bishop Maike OôRourke 

Barbara Bunge Cynthia Penker 

Susan Childers Hildegarde Peterman 

Joan Davies Dorie Petersen 

Christy Erickson Joanne Peterson 

Kathleen Frank Maryellen Pung 

Rachel Fritz Jerelean Rang 

Joan Gratton Ruthann Reed 

Joyce Grill Susan Schansberg 

Christine Groth Jane Scheef 

Gloria Grys Carmen Shaw 

Gail Heywood Tatyana Smith 

Marian Holming Laura Swenson 

Jessica Johnson Kathleen Theisen 

Cynthia Langhurst Catherine Walby 

Jane Livingston Delores Wille 

Louise Mann Mary Witt 

Andrea Matthias Dorothy Wreschnig 

 Sue Wurzer 

Local Association News  
WMTA LA REPORT - October 29, 2009 

There are currently fourteen WMTA Local Associations 

involving approximately 386 members from around 

Wisconsin.  Numbers are approximate, because they are 

for the end of '08-'09 program year and Local 

Associations may have new current totals.  They are: 

BLIMTA-Bay Lakes Independent MTA (10 members);  

CVMTA-Chippewa Valley MTA (44 members);  

FVMTA-Fox Valley MTA (48 members); GMC-Greater 

Milwaukee Chapter (60 members);  KMTA-Kenosha 

MTA(24 members);  LAMTA-LaCrosse Area MTA (35 

members)  MAMTA-Marshfield Area MTA (10 

members);  MMTA-Michibago MTA (18 members); 

OAMTA-Oshkosh Area MTA (27 members); RRMTA- 

Rock River MTA (19 members);  SCVMTA-St.Croix 

Valley MTA (42 members); SPAMTA-Stevens Point 
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MTA (20 members);  SAMTA-Superior Area MTA (6  

members);  WAMTA-Wausau Area MTA (23 

members). 

There are also Collegiate Chapters on which data is 

being collected, but not at hand. 

This past year Local Associations were a source of 

interesting, challenging, thought-provoking, practical, 

hands-on programs and  net-working sessions for 

members in the past year designed to encourage, prod, 

equip, refresh, and benefit in innumerable ways their 

members.  Working together to support each other and 

our students is at the heart of WMTA Local Associations 

and LAs across the state are actively pursuing that goal.  

To that end, increasing communication and clarifying 

expectations between the LA's themselves and WMTA 

through the LA Chair is an ongoing project. 

 

A list of  '09-'10 Local Association Presidents is 

published as part of the Conference Program.  An 

updated list of officers for every association is being 

compiled and will be available on request or on the 

WMTA Local Associations tab.   

 

Links to individual association websites are increasing 

and membership is encouraged to visit each Local 

Association's site to get a full view of each.  LA's are 

seeing the advantages of having a website and a number 

of LAs are working on website development. The LA 

Google Group is functional, but doesn't get a lot of 

interaction, a problem that is being explored. 

 

The LA Luncheon on October 30th saw a distribution of 

the updated Program Resource List and a calendar of 

important dates/deadlines for meetings, year end reports, 

awards and grant applications.  Issues and concerns 

brought up on end of the year reports will be discussed. 

specifically:  Low attendance/member participation at 

monthly meetings or events, recruiting new members, 

getting a higher profile in the community, dispelling 

misconceptions in the community, meeting venues, 

funding of programs, the cost of MTNA dues and value 

received in turn,  and individuals being MTNA/WMTA 

members but not being members of the Local 

Associations. 

  

As LA Chair I look forward to the coming year of 

increased interaction with the LAs and helping them 

become the most that they can be. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dorie Petersen NCTM, WMTA Local Associations 

Chair 

 
 
 

2009 LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS 
MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

 
CHIPPEWA VALLEY MTA   -  Virginia Tubbs  

 

This letter is to nominate Virginia Tubbs for CVMTA 

Member of the Year. She spent seven years on our 

board, first as secretary and then as president for two 

terms. During her tenure, she initiated our scholarship 

program and arranged for its auditions. She organized 

Practice-athons and a plant and book sale to raise funds. 

She has organized the annual student Ragtime Recital 

that is done in conjunction with the Eau Claire Ragtime 

Festival. Ms. Tubbs is active in the music community 

serving as the Director of Music for her church and 

performing in Ragtime Society events. She is active with 

the local chapter of the American Guild of Organists and 

has held positions with that organization. We are 

privileged to have her as a member of our local 

association.  

FOX VALLEY MTA   -  Sue Wurzer 

 

Weôve had one name entered for nomination as our 

Member of the Year for 2009; Sue Wurzer. We are 

proud and pleased to announce that her nomination has 

been confirmed unanimously by the voting membership 

of FVMTA.  Since 1994 Sue Wurzer has been actively 

involved with Fox Valley Music Teachers and she has 

held many (if not almost all) committee and officer 

positions, including president.   Just this year alone she 

presented a session to us of ñMotivational music and 

solutions for students who lose interest in lessons,ò and 

then afterward served as piano monitor coordinator chair 

for our Monster Concert all the while being our treasurer 

and historian.  That is a lot of work. Whether we are 

aware of it or not, all of us have been positively affected 

by this good womanôs diligent work here  

 

WMTA -GREATER MILWAUKEE CHAPTER   -  

Kendra S. Betz, NCTM 
 

Kendra S. Betz, NCTM, has taught private piano since 

1994. She served as accompanist for several vocal and 

instrumental soloists and ensembles in the Department of 

Music at Hastings College and has also been a past 

organist and accompanist at several churches in 

Nebraska and Wisconsin. Ms. Betz graduated in May 

2002 with a degree in Piano Pedagogy from Hastings 

College in Hastings, Nebraska, studying with Ruth 

Moore. She served as assistant director to Music By 

Mickey in Verona, Wisconsin (now Rhapsody Arts 

Center) for four years and taught over 40 students 

weekly. Ms. Betz moved to the Waukesha area after 

getting married in May 2006 where she continues to 

teach private piano lessons. 

Ms. Betz is a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music in 



Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Quarterly Newsletter December 2009 

 - 8 - 

Piano (NCTM). Ms. Betz is a frequent adjudicator for 

WMTA and the Milwaukee/Madison area.  Her studentsô 

musical honors include winners of Cascio Piano Pop 

Fest and WMTA district and state trophy winners. 

KENOSHA MTA   -  Debbie Miller 

 

Deborah Miller began piano studies at a young age.  Her 

primary teacher was a former student of Rachmaninoff.  

She began teaching piano at the age of 17.  Upon 

graduation from high school, she attended the University 

of Wisconsin and received a BM in piano performance.  

Shortly after receiving her degree, joined KMTA. 

During this time, she served adjudicator for the National 

Federation of Music Clubs and did extensive 

accompanying in SE Wisconsin and NE Illinois.  She 

obtained her Master of Music degree in piano 

performance from Indiana University in Bloomington, 

Indiana.   She does extensive accompanying in SE 

Wisconsin and NE Illinois.  Since 2003, she has served 

as President of KMTA [6 years and continues as our 

current President].  In 2006 and 2009 she received 

Teacher of Excellence awards.  She served as 

chairperson for the KMTA  Margaret Schmitt Memorial 

Chopin Competition in 2007 and 2009. She currently 

is serving as music director of Missio Dei Fellowship in 

Kenosha.   

 

LA CROSSE AREA MTA   -  Mary Tollefson,  

NCTM  
 

LAMTA's Member of the Year this year is Mary 

Tollefson.  Mary is Associate Professor of Piano at UW-

La Crosse where she teaches applied piano, piano 

pedagogy, group piano and music appreciation.  Outside 

her college teaching duties, Mary is a great advocate for 

young piano students and is a sought-after ajudicator and 

clinician who makes young students' educational 

experiences fun.  This fall Mary designed LAMTA's first 

annual Fall Festival for Young Musicians.  The event is 

similar to an Audition experience in that students will 

perform and receive a critique from a judge.  But the 

experience will be unique because students will also 

have an opportunity to critique each other.   Mary has 

been and always will be an inspiration to her colleagues 

and a credit to her profession.  

 

MICHIBAGO MTA   -  Beverly Mark  

 

Beverly Mark has one of the most challenging jobs in 

our local association. She is the Chair for District 

Auditions in the Sheboygan Area. Beverly has held this 

position for over 5 years and has dealt expertly with the 

different problems that each year has handed her. Many 

of us have admired how calm she can remain, when 

several problems fall in her lap at the same time. She is 

always open to listen to other peopleôs suggestions, and 

has improved the way we administer the theory tests.  

She has included others in the initial planning for the 

audition day, so that responsibilities are spread out.  

Beverly is a good leader. The members of Michibago 

MTA are proud to nominate her for Member of the Year.   

 

ROCK RIVER MTA   -  Mary Warnecke 

 

The Rock River Music Teachers Association is 

nominating Mary Warnecke for our Member of the 

Year.  She has belonged to WMTA & MTNA for 8 

years.  She chaired the Whitewater district audition for 5 

years by herself, and then co-chaired this last year to 

help the new gal ease into the position.  She has always 

been very active in all of our events including Monster 

Concerts, Summer Olympics and our Christmas Play-a-

thons. 

  

ST.CROIX VALLEY MTA   -  Beth Leann Ray 

 

Beth Leann has taught private piano lessons in River 

Falls for the past 30 years and has been an active 

member of her local group, the St. Croix Valley Music 

Teachers Association. She is in her second year of  

serving as Vice President. She has been the theory 

chairperson for the WMTA auditions in River Falls for 

the past two years, and has judged at other WMTA sites.  

She started teaching piano after graduating from 

Lawrence University in 1974, and went on to complete 

her Masters degree in piano performance from the 

University of Minnesota in 1993. She continues to 

perform and accompany in the River Falls area, and has 

also become a singer/songwriter, performing alone and 

with others for the past nine years. She released a CD of 

original vocal songs in 2004 and is now working on 

completing her second. 

 

STEVENS POINT MTA   -  Gail Heywood 

 

The Stevens Point Area Music Teachers nominates Gail 

Heywood as our member of the year. Most of you know 

Gail as the president of WMTA, but in Stevens Point we 

are very fortunate to have Gail as a member of our local 

affiliate. Her foresight, initiative, energy, and creative 

powers have been shared with our group numerous 

times. Not only does Gail have amazing leadership 

skills, she is also very skilled on the computer. This year 

Gail created a website for our  SPAMTA organization. 

This website is so user- friendly that even I can navigate 

it.  

We want to thank you, Gail, for everything you do and 

recognize you as Stevens Point Area Music Teachers 

member of the year.   
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WAUSAU AREA MTA   -  Joanne Beckman 

 

We chose Joanne Beckman as our member of the year 

for many reasons.  She has been a long time member of 

the Wausau musical community.  She first served in the 

school system and now as a private teacher.  She has 

served as our Vice President for the last two years and 

she has shown exemplary leadership in our 

organization.  She has chaired our Honor's recital and 

made it a great event for all involved.  Joanne is also the 

first person to volunteer for anything we need.  She is a 

great mentor to our younger members and is always 

willing to share her experience and knowledge with the 

group.  We wanted to recognize her for all she has done 

for us. 

 

Badger 

Keyboard 

Competition  
After many years of chairing 
the Badger Keyboard 

Competition, Catherine Walby has bequeathed the 
position to me upon her assumption of the state 
presidency.  I owe her a profuse amount of thanks for 
passing along a well-organized system, as well as taking 
time to introduce me to all aspects of the process and 
being willing to answer all my questions.  I look forward 
to working with each of you as you enter students into 
the Badger Competition, and appreciate your patience 
and assistance as I learn my new responsibilities as 
Badger chair.  Please feel free to contact me at any time 
with questions (or suggestions!). 

  
Catherine asked me to say a little bit about myself so you 
know who I am.  I have just finished my coursework at 
Lakeland College for my degree in piano performance 
and pedagogy, and now teach about 30 students at my 
studio (New Song Piano Studio) in Sheboygan.  I have 
been involved with Michibago MTA since 2005, where I 
currently serve as secretary as well as co-chair of the 
Sheboygan district auditions.  In college I had the 
opportunity to intern with both Michibago MTA and 
WMTA, and trust these experiences (as well as both 
personally participating in and entering students in 
previous Badger competitions) will be helpful as I 
commence Badger responsibilities.  Thank you in 
advance for your help and cooperation! 

The postmark deadline is April 2, 2010. Late 
applications will not be accepted.  Teachers should have 
all of the paperwork they need by the end of district 
auditions.  Teachers must work or provide a substitute in 
order for their students to participate.  Work times will 
be sent out with student audition times about 1½-2 

weeks before the competition.  Entry fee is $20 made 
payable to WMTA. 
 
Badger dates for 2010 are: 

*Northeastern (May 22): UW-Stevens Point; chair-
Lily Brissman; site liaisons-Michael Keller and Mary 
Hofer 

*Northwestern (May 15): UW-LaCrosse; chair-
Deanna Lee; site liaison-Mary Tollefson 

*Southern (May 15): Carthage College; chair-
Marilyn Justus; site liaison-Jane Livingston 

  
The two different dates this year are due to the 
availability of the facilities.  Students will not be 

permitted to transfer to a different region due to 
schedule conflicts.  All competitive duets and adult 
participants will compete at UW Stevens Point on May 
22, 2010.   
 
Looking forward to working with you, 

Drea E. Wagner 
Badger Keyboard Competition chair 
OnlyDrea@Charter.net 
920-918-3732 
 

Certification Report  
Congratulations to our newly certified members: 

Gail Heywood, NCTM 

Mary Van De Loo, NCTM 

Jessica G. Johnson, NCTM 

For those members who are considering national certification, 

YOU MUST CONSULT THE PROJECTS WORKBOOK 

FOR COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.  

The profile will soon be available for flute, violin, and voice.  

 For the most detailed information, please go to the MTNA 

website.  At this location you will be able to access a 70+ slide 

power point presentation that describes the new certification 

process. 

ü All applications submitted on or after Jan. 1, 2010 will use the 

new Teacher Profile. 

ü Any teachers who submitted an application before Jan 1, 2010, 

but who wish to change to the Teacher Profile may do so by 

contacting headquarters (mcurtice@mtna.org) and informing 

them of the change.  No additional fees will be charged for the 

changeover. 

ü Candidates will have one year from time of application and 

payment of fees to complete the Teacher Profile. 

ü No transcripts or proficiencies are required for the Teacher 

Profile. 

ü This handout was distributed at the annual WMTA Conference 

and is a preview, and not a final or official version.  The final, 

official version of the requirements will be posted on the 

certification website some time prior to Jan. 1, 2010. 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY ME WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR 

APPLICATION AND FEE. 

[PH]:  715 389 2354 ;   [FX]:  715 384 8978; 

mezzobear357@yahoo.com  

Penker Music Studio  

600 S. Sycamore Ave. 

Marshfield, WI  54449  

mailto:OnlyDrea@Charter.net
mailto:mcurtice@mtna.org
mailto:mezzobear357@yahoo.com


Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Quarterly Newsletter December 2009 

 - 10 - 

 

 

MTNA National Convention ð 

March 20 -24, 2010 
 

Take a trip down Route 66 as MTNA heads to 

Albuquerque, NM, for this year's National 

Conference, March 20ï24, 2010, at the Hyatt 

Regency and Albuquerque Convention Center! This 

year's conference highlights include: 

¶ Evening concerts by pianist Kevin Kenner 

and cellist William De Rosa.  

¶ MTNA Student Competitions  

¶ Pedagogy Saturday  

¶ Educational sessions  

¶ Teaching demonstrations and master classes  

¶ Industry showcases and Exhibit Hall 

demonstrations  

¶ Nearly 100 exhibitors 

MTNA is currently calling for Poster Sessions, as 

MTNA will provide the opportunity for selected 

individuals to present research, either through 

research papers or studio/pedagogy projects.  

Applicants must e-mail submissions to 

mtnanet@mtna.org by November 1, 2009. For more 

information, visit 

http://members.mtna.org/conference2010/poster_sess

ions.html. 

MTNA is also accepting proposals for Collegiate 

Chapter sessions until November 1, 2009. 

Submissions must include an abstract for a 50-minute 

session, names and degree status of the presenters, 

collegiate chapter officers and faculty advisors, 

equipment needs, group photo of the presenters and a 

session description not exceeding 35 words.  For 

more information, contact MTNA at (888) 512-5278 

or e-mail mtnanet@mtna.org. 

 

For more details regarding the 2010 Conference, visit 

http://www.mtna.org/  

 

2010: One Hundred Years of 

WMTA 
2010 will be the 100

th
 year of WMTA.   On this 

monumental occasion, we would like to take stock of 

where we have come from, where we are and where 

we are going.  Ideas below were generated at the June 

meetings.  These ideas can be implemented at both 

the state and local level.  Enjoy brainstorming and 

please share your planned events with me so that I 

can share them with the state. 

 

× Perform music from the past 100 years with 

narration and a slide show.  Performers 

could be dressed in the fashions of the 

decade. 

× Local associations could submit photos from 

as far back as they have them. 

× Information on the first 50 years of WMTA 

would be interesting, especially the teaching 

methods used. (What came before John 

Thompson?)  Were private lessons given 

during those years? 

× How have teaching fees changed over the 

years?  How has our profession changed in 

the last 100 years? 

× Keeping with the theme of 100:  a recital 

with 100 pieces played, students practice 

100 minutes or students play at a mall until 

$100 of tips are collected, etc. 

× Collect stories and photos of music 

ñgraduatesò from Wisconsin; see where they 

are now and what role music has played in 

their lives. 

× Provide a centennial scholarship award to a 

student pursuing music. 

× Recognize NCTMs in a significant way.  

Recognize years of membership. 

× Dedicate local events such as Monster 

concerts and other public performances to 

music from Wisconsin.   

× Commission a Wisconsin composer.  Have 

students compose based on Wisconsin 

themes.  Highlight composers from your 

area.   

Events that have already been planned: 

× LAMTA (LaCrosse):  a salute to Joyce Grill 

January 24, 2010 

× Jeri-Mae Astolfi will be performing a 

concert of compositions by Wisconsin 

composers in collaboration with Wisconsin 

Alliance of Composers.  The program will 

be ready by fall 2010 and can travel.  

astolfij@uwosh.edu 

× And of course, our October 29 and 30, 2010 

state conference in Wisconsin Dells.  All 

past presidents will be invited to attend and 

plans are well underway for exciting 

sessions and guest artists.  Plan to attend! 

The 2011 National Conference will be in 

Milwaukee March 26-30. Letôs make sure that we 

have many Wisconsin submissions for sessions and 

posters.  Start planning and check the MTNA website 

for submission deadlines! 

 Submitted by Catherine Walby 

mailto:mtnanet@mtna.org
http://www.mmsend3.com/ls.cfm?r=141468795&sid=6969000&m=775555&u=MTNA&s=http://members.mtna.org/conference2010/poster_sessions.html
http://www.mmsend3.com/ls.cfm?r=141468795&sid=6969000&m=775555&u=MTNA&s=http://members.mtna.org/conference2010/poster_sessions.html
mailto:mtnanet@mtna.org
mailto:astolfij@uwosh.edu
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Independent Music Teachers Forum 

One night after teaching, I fell asleep watching TV.  
Upon awakening, a favorite movie, Jerry McGuire, 
was on.  Being an idealist, I always liked the idea 
from this movie that ñmost of us just want to be 
inspired.ò  Inspiration moves us into action, out of 
indecision and lifts our spirits.   
This past year, I moved my teaching studio, Music 

Dynamics of Sussex, to a much larger, brand new 

location.  Without going into details of my business 

history, trust me when I say, this was a very big 

stretch for me.  The struggles seemed endless and I 

questioned everything about this decision.  Because 

of the spiritual system my parents passed on to me, I 

know that when inspiration is in short supply, there 

are places all around me to look for it.  This system 

has never let me down (never will) and when it 

comes to professional inspiration, MTNA/WMTA is 

my best source.  For example, when I felt short of 

time to handle my goals as IMTF chair, MTNA 

national chair Lezlee Bishop came through with a 

survey to process.  WMTA President, Gail Heywood 

had a quick and simple way of processing it, so that 

at a time when decision-making was an 

overwhelming thing for me, I could move ahead with 

what I was capable of handling.  In good faith, many 

members responded and suddenly there was form and 

structure in place so that communication regarding 

independent music teaching could take place.  

Therefore, a recurring theme is played out once 

again.  We are independent music teachers, but we 

are not alone.  How inspiring! 

Professional organizations are designed with this 

purpose in mind.  However, I believe ours is 

exceptional because we keep associating in 

empowering ways through meetings and conferences 

and are always striving to provide practical solutions 

which will serve the overall membership (each 

other).  Since Music is a social art, how can it be any 

other way?  So, here I am in the third paragraph of 

this newsletter article and still writing on an 

emotional level.  Mmmmmé..as I take a phone call 

from a potential studentôs parent, I find myself 

speaking in an articulate, non-apologetic, confident 

way about my piano studio.  There is no anxiety 

 

 

 

 

 

about quoting fees.  Iôm proud of what I have to offer 

and know that my studio stands up to the 

competition.  This has not always been the case.  I do  

my fair share of second-guessing and worrying.  

Fortunately, I have internalized a session at the state 

conference in Wisconsin Dells, in which Kathleen 

Theisen challenged us to take inventory of ourselves, 

our dreams and goals, our abilities and our finances.  

She put it all together in a handout and listed more 

resources, plus generously offered her own time for  

answering questions.  A fresh approach to this 

process proved useful to me.  Our new ñyoung-in-

yearsò members contribute this to our organization.  I 

thought my inventory was low, I was wrong.  Whatôs 

the point of taking inventory?  Why, to improve the 

bottom line, of course.  This is an example of a 

practical solution provided by attending programs 

provided by the organization.  How inspiring!  (By 

the way, the caller mentioned above, was impressed 

with our studio because the other teachers she found 

online didnôt return her calls.  Donôt do that if you 

want students---just another ñpracticalò suggestion 

for the IMT.) 

Another ñpracticalò resource provided by MTNA is 

called the e-Journal.  One morning, while relaxing at 

the beautiful Kalahari resort where the conference 

was held, I was pleasantly surprised when I checked 

the recent email promoting this new benefit.  The 

first article regarding teaching piano technique at the 

beginning level of lessons featured short videos with 

sound, which demonstrated a good variety of hand 

positions, group teaching ideas and more.  How 

inspiring!   

What is a Sonata without inspired emotional 

expression?  What is a business without inspired 

vision?  As human beings, we continue to draw 

distinctions between emotion and practicality.  Yet 

these two things rarely exist independently. During 

the daily operation of the IMT studio, we take it upon 

ourselves to influence the lives of others through 

music and we owe it to ourselves to find the best 

replenishing resources, both practical and emotional.  

After all, we arenôt the only ones who want to be 

inspired. Submitted by Sandra Ryan 
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WMTA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
October 30, 2009 

Cypress Room, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center 
 
Members Present:  Cynthia Penker, Kathleen Theisen, Owen Lovell, David Severtson, Katie Livingston, Julie 
Hildebrandt, Gladys Bishop, Ruth Ann Reed, Barbara Norcross, Ken Neipert, Kathy Hainstock, Mary Witt, 
Esther Pedigo, Joyce Grill, Timothy Schorr, Catherine Kautsky, Nick Phillips, Mary Tollefson, Joslyn 
Vandermause, Barbara Froelich, Diane Wilson, Cynthia Langhurst, Susan Sonneborn, Pru Palecek, Maike 
/ȭ2ÏÕÒËÅȟ +ÁÔÈÒÙÎ )ÓÂÉÌÌȟ 3ÁÎÄÒÁ 3ÔÁÔÚȟ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ %ÒÉÃËÓÏÎȟ *ÏÁÎ $ÁÖÉÅÓȟ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ 7ÉÌËÉÎÓÏÎȟ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ 7ÉÌËÉÎÓÏÎȟ 
Terry Wilkinson, Arthur Johnson, Drea E. Wagner, Marlene E. Wondergem, Louise Mann, Beverly Mark, Holly 
Brown, Shanti Daya, Sam Ecoff, Jane Scheef, Nancy Burman, Deanna Roen, Ina Selvelieva, Gloria Chuang, Emily 
Robida, Rachel Fritz, Mara Beckman, Erin Philleo, Dorie Petersen, Sandy Ryan, Laura Swenson, Georgene 
Antos, Gloria Grys, Jeri-Mae Astolfi, Carmen Shaw, Laurie Wallace, Sarah Conrad, Helen Gilsdorf, Gail 
Zimmerman, Janet Wolfe, Shauna Rahm. 
 

I. President Gail Heywood was unable to preside at this meeting, so President-elect Catherine 
Walby welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order at 12:25 p.m. 

II. Minutes of the 2008 Annual Business Meeting were approved by consensus. 
III. Reports of Officers 

a. President, Gail Heywood, NCTM.  Ms. Walby noted that Gail Heywood is a candidate for the 
position of Director-elect for the ECD. 

b. 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȟ *ÁÎÅ 3ÃÈÅÅÆȢ -ÓȢ 3ÃÈÅÅÆ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ ÆÏÒ ςππψ ÁÎÄ ςππω 
have been independently audited and are in good shape, accurate and acceptable.  She also 
thanked the Association members for their support in the years of her tenure as treasurer. 

c. VP-Conventions, Laura Swenson.  Ms. Swenson stated that Mara Beckman will be taking over 
ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ -ÁÒÁȭÓ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÉÓ maraannie@hotmail.com. And she 
also thanked the members for their support. 

d. VP-Membership, Emily Robida.  She would like to remind members that all are responsible 
for increasing our membership and she would also like to see more collegiate members than 
we currently have.  She also asked that members make a special effort to sell the STAR 
Program. 

e. Arts, Awareness & Advocacy, Gloria Chuang. Ms.Chuang highlighted the Music Makers 
program based in as well as the Piano Arts Competitions. 

IV. Reports of Audition/Competition Chairs 
a. WMTA 

i. District Auditions, Louise Mann.  Audition handbook has been revised and renamed 
ÔÏ Ȱ7-4! %ÖÅÎÔÓ (ÁÎÄÂÏÏËȱȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÁÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ  
Mann also recognized the District Chairs for their good work. 

ii. Theory, Diane Wilson. Musicianship study guides have been revised. Practice exams 
are finished. Work continues on Series E and aurals yet need revising. Aurals will 
remain the same for now. 

iii. Badger Keyboard, Drea Wagner. Ms. Wagner introduced herself. She is a new 
ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÏÆ ,ÁËÅÌÁÎÄ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× "ÁÄÇÅÒ +ÅÙÂÏÁÒÄ #ÈÁÉÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
auditions will take place on Saturday, May 15 and May 22 depending upon your 
region. The postmark deadline is April 2, 2010 and no late applications will be 
accepted. Teachers will receive their student audition times and work times about 1 
ɀ 2 weeks in advance of auditions. Additional information will be in the December 
newsletter. 

iv. Badger Instrumental/Vocal, Nancy Burman. Keyboard and non-keyboard will have 
the same deadline date this year. Make sure you use the correct application. Make 
sure that the teacher reads the applications. No late entries will be accepted. 

v. Badger Collegiate, Jessica Johnson. Not present any report. 
vi. WMTA High School Virtuoso, Mary Tollefson.  Grade 11-12 is open to all 

instruments.  If anyone is interested in hosting, please contact her. Ms. Tollefson will 

mailto:maraannie@hotmail.com


Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Quarterly Newsletter December 2009 

 - 13 - 

be creating posters to be featured at Badger which will include the application.  
Either member or non-member teachers may be involved.  

b. MTNA Performance Competitions 
i. Junior & Senior Competition, Christine Groth. Absent due to illness. The results are 

included in the December 2009 newsletter. 
ii. Collegiate Artist/Chamber Music, Mary Tollefson. The winners of the Young Artist 

Competition are as follows: 
1. Collegiate Artist 

a. Brass, Michael Sommerfeld, Trombone, teacher: David Brown 
b. Piano, Michael Smith, Piano, teacher, Catherine Kautsky 
c. Voice, Shaylae Szotkowski, Soprano, teacher, Terence Kelly 
d. Woodwind, David Davis, Saxophone, teacher, Steven Jordheim. 

2.  Chamber Music 
a. Representative, El Toque Femenino, Woodwind Quartet consisting 

of Rosemary Brumbelow, Clarinet, Kika Wright, Bassoon, Morgann 
Davis, Flute, Andrea Eble, French horn and Heidi Hess, oboe, 
teacher/coach is Marc Vallon. 

iii. Student Composition, Nicholas Phillips.  Student competition had 15 entrants.  Two 
of the entrants will advance to the East Central Division competition. Whitney 
Seybold, a student of Kathy Dix, will be the State Representative. Mr.Phillips thanked 
the judges for the ÁÄÊÕÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ %ÔÈÁÎ 7ÉÃËÍÁÎȭÓ ÐÉÅÃÅȢ !ÌÓÏ ÈÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
Joyce Grill will compose a piece for the upcoming WMTA 100th year celebration. 

V. Reports of Chairs 
a. Archivist, Monica Scholz. Ms. Scholz was not in attendance, but the President-elect reminded 

all that we have archives in Milwaukee. 
b. Award of Excellence, Sandra Statz.  Bars and plaques should be sent to Sandra or you can get 

them from the District Chair. 15 people received points this year. Members should be 
keeping track of their own points based on awards for students. District Chairs will also have 
this information if you do not. 

c. Certification, Cynthia Penker. Ms. Penker reminded that the application fee for MTNA 
ÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÒÅÉÍÂÕÒÓÁÂÌÅȢ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ ÇÏ ÔÏ ×××ȢÍÔÎÁȢÏÒÇȟ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ#ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȱȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅÎ ÏÎ Ȱ.Å× #ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓȱȢ ! ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂ 
site.  Recertification will change from once every 5 years to once a year.  After 15 years, you 
will not need to do additional paperwork, only send a check.  That information will come 
from MTNA. 

d. College Faculty Representative, Jeri-Mae Astolfi.  Ms. Astolfi drew attention to the special 
slide show of colleges presented at the Friday banquet.  From 6 entries last year to 11 entries 
this year.  She would like to encourage more colleges to be involved. Also noted the special 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ 

e. MTNA Foundation, Gloria Grys. Thank you to all those who donated to MTNA. And please 
remember that we get a lot back from MTNA for our dues and donations. 

f. Local Associations, Dorie Peterson. Ms. Petersen encourages you to look at your Local 
Association sites and keep them updated. Also please read the attached report. 

g. Independent Music Teachers Forum, Sandy Ryan.  Results of the IMTF Top Issues survey 
were taken to the WMTA Leadership Summit.  The categories and top 5 issues from 
Wisconsin Teachers were discussed. Ms. Ryan invites you to share other topics to explore. 

h. Technology, Sam Ecoff.  No report. 
i. Webmaster, Gail Heywood. The report was delivered verbally by President-elect Walby.  

Again members are asked to update their local association sites. Some are years out of date. 
VI. New Business 

a. WMTA Officer Elections 2009-2011 term 
i. #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ 7ÁÌÂÙ ÒÅÃÁÐÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ ɉ/ct. 30, 

2009) Executive Board Meeting. 
President ɀ Catherine Walby 
Treasurer ɀ Rachel Fritz 
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First VP-Membership ɀ Emily Robida 
Second VP-Conventions ɀ Mara Beckman 

ii. It was moved by Joyce Grill and seconded by Nancy Burman and approved by 
consensus to open the floor for any more nominations  

iii. It was moved by Jane Scheef and seconded by Joan Davies and approved by 
consensus to close the nominations and accept the slate as presented.  

VII. No further business. Dorie Peterson moved to adjourn; Rachel Fritz seconded and it was 
approved by consensus to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Larkin 
Administrative Specialist 
 

 
 

WMTA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
October 29, 2009 

Kalahari Resort & Conference Center 

 
Members Present:  Mary Tollefson, Drea E. Wagner, Louise Mann, Catherine Walby,  
Jane Scheef, Nancy Burman, Gloria Chuang, Emily Robida, Rachel Fritz, Mara Beckman, Dorie Petersen, Sandy 
Ryan, Laura Swenson, Jeri-Mae Astolfi, Gail Heywood, Susan Larkin, Absent: Jessica Johnson 
 

I. President  Gail Heywood called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m . 
II.  Adoption of Agenda  
III. Minutes of the June 2009 Executive Board  were approved by consensus. 
IV. Reports of Officers  

a. President, Gail Heywood, NCTM. Ms. Heywood stated that she is still awaiting a response 
from 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 2ÁÄÉÏ ÒÅȡ ÂÒÏÁÄÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -4.! #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÃÉÔÁÌȢ  3ÈÅ 
will be turning this over to Catherine Walby, President-elect. 

b. President -Elect, Catherine Walby  
c. 1st VP-Conventions/Past President, Laura Swenson , NCTM.  Ms. Swenson had nothing to 

report. She stated that Mara Beckman will be taking over this position after the present 
ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ -ÁÒÁȭÓ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÉÓ maraannie@hotmail.com 

d. 2nd VP-Membership, Emily Robida . Ms. Robida would like to remind members that all are 
responsible for increasing our membership and she would also like to see more collegiate 
members than we currently have.  She also asked that members make a special effort to sell 
the STAR Program. 

e. Treasurer, Jane Scheef, Our current asÓÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ΑρυχȟπχτȢχχȢ ΑρυρȟπφφȢπφ ÉÓ ÉÎ #$ȭÓ ÁÎÄ 
Money Market; the remainder is in checking. At the end of our last fiscal year, we had a gain 
of $4,735.91. Our current balance is -$2,453.04. This will change as our fiscal year 
progresses. Ms. Scheef also reported that an audit had been done for 2007-08 and 2008-09 
and that are books are in balance. Ms. Scheef offered her thanks for the help and support 
received in the last 9 years and introduced her successor, Rachel Fritz.  

V. Program Chairs  
a. Arts, Awareness & Advocacy, Gloria Chuang. Ms.Chuang highlighted the Music Makers 

program based in as well as the Piano Arts Competitions 
b. Badger Instrumental/Vocal, Nancy Burman . Ms. Burman stated that there were 39 

student participants this year. Keyboard and non-keyboard will have the same deadline date 
this year. Make sure you use the correct application. Make sure that the teacher reads the 
applications. No late entries will be accepted. 

mailto:maraannie@hotmail.com
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c. Badger Keyboard, Catherine Walby Ȣ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÁÕÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒday, May 
22. The postmark deadline is April 2, 2010 and no late applications will be accepted. 
Teachers will receive their student audition times and work times about 1 ɀ 2 weeks in 
advance of auditions. Additional information will be in the December newsletter. Ms. Walby 
introduced the new Badger Keyboard Chair, Drea Wagner. 

d. Badger Collegiate, Jessica Johnson. Not present any report. 
e. College Faculty Representative, Jeri -Mae Astolfi .  Participation in the WMTA Convention 

slideshow showcase of Wisconsin Colleges and Universities is up from last year.  This year 
there are 11. Our database reports 59 members with college/university association. Each of 
these members has been contacted by email notifying them of WMTA events and 
opportunities, while also soliciting ideas and feedback. We hope to encourage greater 
participation/interaction from this body of members. 

f. District Auditions, Louise Mann, NCTM . Michelle Pfiefer has stepped down from the 
Milwaukee chapter.  Madison will not have a district audition because there is no chair. The 
ÁÕÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÎÄÂÏÏË ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÖÉÓÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÏ Ȱ7-4! %ÖÅÎÔÓ (ÁÎÄÂÏÏËȱȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
printed and distributed in the near future.  Mann also recognized the District Chairs for their 
good work. 

g. Independent Music Teacher Forum, Sandra Ryan. Results of the IMTF Top Issues survey 
were taken to the WMTA Leadership Summit.  The categories and top 5 issues from 
Wisconsin Teachers were discussed. Ms. Ryan would like other topics to explore. 

h. High School Virtuoso Competition, Mary Tollefson, NC TM. The National Guild of 
Community Music Schools is now on the web.  Ms. Tollefson has determined that 
applications for the competition could be available with the teacher packets handed out at 
Badger. 

i. Local Associations, Dorie Peterson, NCTM.  The Wausau Local Association got one of 10 
national grants from MTNA for their Artrageous Weekend.  

VI. New Business 
a. 2010 MTNA Competition ECD Travel Grants.   Jane Scheef stated that some of the small 

travel grant checks are not cashed. There was discussion that WMTA should concentrate on 
travel grants for ECD and National.  Nancy Burman moved to drop the state travel grants. 
Catherine Walby seconded the motion.  President Gail Heywood called the question. Rachel 
Fritz moved to approve the motion and Mara Beckman seconded. President Heywood called 
for a voice vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
Laura Swenson moved to increase the amount of money given for travel to Divisional this 
year to $100, and to revisit this question each year. Catherine Walby seconded the motion. 
President Heywood called for a voice vote and the motion carried unanimously. 

b.  Suspending WMTA 2009 -11 Membership Directory Printing. Jane Scheef made a motion 
to discontinue printing the membership directory for all members, and instead post the 
directory on line and only print as requested. President Heywood called the question. Laura 
Swenson moved to approve and Catherine Walby seconded the motion. President Heywood 
called for a voice vote and the motion carried unanimously. 

c. Email acceptable form of document for payment.  Catherine Walby made a motion that it 
is an acceptable form of payment. Sandy Ryan seconded the motion. President Heywood 
called for a voice vote and the motion carried unanimously.  

d. Funding for Office Computer.  Nancy Burman made a motion that we purchase a new 
computer for the WMTA central office for no more than $1,000 for the initial purchase and 
also budget $200 per year for maintenance.  Mary Tollefson seconded the motion. President 
Gail Heywood called the question. Mary Tollefson made a motion to approve; Catherine 
Walby seconded the motion. President Heywood called for a voice vote and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
VII. Announcements  

a.  Next meeting will be Friday, Feb. 5th , 2010 at 10 a.m.at the central office in Waunakee. 
Members will be notified by 10 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 4th if the weather prohibits travel. 
Snow date for the meeting is Feb. 12th, same time and place. 
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VIII.  Adjournment  
a. Catherine Walby motioned to adjourn; Jane Scheef seconded the motion. President Heywood 

called for a voice vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Larkin 
Administrative Specialist
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WMTA LOCAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS 2009-10 

Bay Lake Independent Music Teachers Association BLIMTA 

Barbara Erickson; 125 Oak Hill Ct, Shawano, Wl 54166, (715) 526-5693 

busybarbara@webtv.net 

Chippewa Valley Music Teachers Association CVMTA 

Rebecca Wilkinson, 1136 Willow Green Cir., Eau Claire, WI, 54701, (715) 839-1207, karisofia@gmail.com  

Fox Valley Music Teachers Association FVMTA 

Joslyn Vandermause, 1212 W Spencer St., Appleton, WI 54956, (920) 205-4700 joslyn@new.rr.com 

Greater Milwaukee Chapter ï WMTA 

Katie Warrichaiet, warshay123@aol.com (262) 691-1723 and Alison Guthrie, 

fortipiano@netscape.net(414) 479-0734 

Kenosha Music Teachers Association, KMTA 

Debbie Miller; 4827 25th St., Kenosha, Wl 53144, (262) 694-4567 dmiller@wi.rr.us  

La Crosse Area Music Teachers Association, LAMTA 

Deanna Lee, 4411 Oak Dr #22, La Crosse, Wl 54601, (608) 788-9726 

DeannaPianna@juno.com   

Marshfield Area Music Teachers Association, MAMTA 

Hope Helz-Middendorp, 1613 W Fifth St, Marshfield, Wl 54449, (715) 387-0360 gunnerpark@verizon.net  

Shawna Rahm, 8159 Jackson St., Pittsville, WI 54466. (715) 884-2849, jeremiah29:11@tds.net 

Michibago Music Teachers Association, MMTA 

Elaine Phillips, 814 Buffalo St, Sheboygan Falls, Wl 53085, (920) 467-4494 

elpmusic@bytehead.com 

Oshkosh Area Keyboard Teacher's Association, OAMTA 

Laurie Wallace, 711 Woodside Ave, Ripon, Wl 54971, (920) 748-5739 

lauriebw@centurytel.net and Annemarie Birschback, 1470 Norman Ct., Oshkosh, WI 54904, 

(920) 426-2246, ajpianomail@sbcglobal.net  

Rock River Music Teachers Association, RRMTA 

Julie Hildebrandt, W7012 Hwy V, Lake Mills, Wl 53551, (920) 648-3228 

davidh53@verizon.net  

St. Croix Valley Music Teachers Association, SCVMTA 

Nina DeKock, 545 E 2nd St, New Richmond, Wl 54017, (715) 246-7437 

idekock@frontiernet.net  

Stevens Point Area Music Teachers Association, SPAMTA 

Judy Meyer; 4001 Vruwink, Milladore, Wl 54454, (715) 652-3217 

iudvmever12@vahoo.com 

Superior Area Music Teachers Association, SAMTA 

Roberta E. Grube; 5708 S. County Rd. D, Poplar, Wl 54864-9080, (715) 364-2537 grube4@centurytel.net 

Wausau Area Music Teachers Association, WAMTA 

Joanne Beckman, President. 415 W. Wausau Ave., Wausau, WI 54401, (715) 842-7232, 

joronbeckman@aol.com. 
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Wisconsin Music Teachers Association OFFICERS ï December 2009 
Executive Committee: 

President: Catherine Walby - catherine.walby@lawrence.edu 
1

st
 Vice President-Conventions: Mara Beckmann ï maraannie@hotmail.com    

2
nd

 Vice President-Membership: Emily Robida, NCTM - pianoemily@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Rachel Fritz ï rachelfritz@yahoo.com   
Badger Collegiate Competition:  Dr. Jessica Johnson ï jgjohnson@wisc.edu 
Badger Keyboard: Drea Wagner ï OnlyDrea@charter.net 
Badger Non-Keyboard:  Nancy Burman, NCTM ï music_mommy@hotmail.com 
Arts Awareness and Advocacy: Gloria Chuang - gloriachuang@yahoo.com  
College Faculty Representative:  Jeri-Mae Astolfi, NCTM - jgastolfi@gmail.com 
District Auditions:  Louise Mann, NCTM: davdlou@excel.net 
Independent Music Teachers Forum:  Sandy Ryan -  sandy@sussexmusiclessons.com 
WMTA High School Virtuoso Competition:  Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu 
Local Association/Mentoring:  Dorie Petersen, NCTM ï dppnotchr@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Council : 
State Chairs: 

Archivist: Monica Scholz ï mscholz@wi.rr.com  
MTNA Certification: Cynthia Penker, NCTM - mezzobear357@yahoo.com 
MTNA Foundation:  Gloria Grys, NCTM ï keynote@ezwebtech.com  
MTNA Student Composition/Composer Commissioning:  Nicholas Phillips - phillins@uwec.edu 
MTNA Young Artist/Chamber Music; Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu 
MTNA Jr.& Sr. Performance Competition:  Christine Groth, NCTM - caba@charter.net 
Theory:  Diane Wilson - Swnewlondon@aol.com 
Technology:  Sam Ecoff, NCTM - secoff@execpc.com 
Teacher Award of Excellence:  Sandra Statz ï ssstatz@hotmail.com 

WMTA District Auditions Chairpersons  
WMTA Local Association Presidents 
Webmaster:  Gail Heywood, NCTM ï Heywood@tznet.com 
 

WMTA Central Office Administrative Specialist & NewsLetter Editor:  Susan A. Larkin ï 
 wmta@wmta.net, 608-850-3566 ext. 329.  Waunakee, WI Snail mail as below 

 
The WMTA Newsletter is published four times a year.  NEWSLETTER INFORMATION, articles, 
advertising and questions should be directed to the Central office.  ADDRESS CHANGES should be 
reported to MTNA at www.mtna.org under ñUpdate Member Profileò and the WMTA Central Office. 
*NEXT NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE IS JANUARY 15, 2010.*   
   
Wisconsin Music Teachers Association 
1005 Quinn Drive Suite 158 
Waunakee WI   53597 
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